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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of the claims replaces the listings of the claims in the present 
patent application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for adding a telephone participant to a multi- 
participant video conference, comprising: 

sending a first message to each of a plurality of multicast appliances over the 
Internet, wherein the first message comprises a group address which identifies 
participants; 

each of the multicast appliances receiving the first message; 
establishing a plurality of virtual private networks across the Internet between 
the multicast appliances; 

wherein one or more of the participants are able to communicate in the multi- 
participant video conference; 

the telephone participant joining the multi-participant video conference, 
wherein said joining comprises: 

a first participant contacting the telephone participant; 
establishing a phone number with a VoIP server; 
the VoIP server communicating with a gateway to call the telephone 
participant; 

the telephone participant participating in the multi-participant video 
conference comprises: 

the telephone participant speaking in the video conference: 

generating digital voice data in response to the telephone 
participant speaking; 
transforming the digital voice data into IP packets: 
transmitting the IP packets containing the digital voice data to the first 
participant; 

at a computer system of the first participant, decoding the IP packets 
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containing the digital voice data to produce the digital voice data: 

mixing the digital voice data of the telephone participant with digital voice data 
of the first participant: 

providing the mixed digital voice data of the telephone participant and the first 
participant to the other participants: 

mixing the digital voice data of the first participant and the digital voice data of 
the other participants: 

providing the mixed digital voice data of the first participant and the other 
participants to the telephone participant . 

2. (Cancelled) Th o m e thod of c l a i m 1 , wh e roin the te le phon e partic i pant 
participating in th e multi - participant vidoo conf e r e nc e compris e s: 

th o t ele phon e partic i pant sp e ak i ng i n th e video conf e renc e ; 
g e nerating digital voic e data in r e spons e to the t e l e phon e participant 
spooking* 

tr a nsform i ng th o dig i tal vo i c e data i nto I P pack e ts; 
transmitting th o IP pack e ts containing th e d i gital vo i c e data to th e first 
p3rtici p3 nt' 

at a computer syst e m of th e first participant, d e cod i ng th e IP pack e ts 

contain i ng the digital vo i c o data to produc e th e d i g i ta l vo i ce data; 

mixing tho d i g i ta l vo i c e data of th o te le phon e part i cipant w i th d i g i ta l vo i c o data 
of tho first participant; 

prov i d i ng the m i xed d i g i ta l voic e data of th e t ele phon e partic i pant and th o f i rst 
participant to the oth e r participants. 

3. (Cancelled) Th o m e thod of c l aim 2, furth e r compris i ng: 

m i xing th o d i g i ta l voico data of th o first part i c i pant and the d i g i ta l vo i c e data of 

providing the mix e d d i gital voice data of th o first participant and the oth e r 
partic i pants to th o t ele phone part i c i pant 
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4. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of c l aim 1, whor oi n th e t ol ophono part i c i pant 
participat i ng i n th e mu l t i- part i c i pant v i deo conf e r e nc e compris e s: 

th e te le phone part i cipant sp e ak i ng i n the v i doo conf o ronc o ; 
g e n e rating d i gital voico data in r e spons e to tho t e lophon o participant 
sp63Rincj" 

transforming the d i gital vo i c e data i nto IP pack e ts; 

conf i guring the I P packet w i th a group addr e ss accord i ng to a mult i cast 
protoco l to cr e ate a mu l t i cast I P packet; 

e ncapsulating th e multicast IP pack e t as a unicast packet; 

transm i tt i ng th e un i cast pack e t ov e r th e v i rtua l pr i vat e n e tworks across the 
I ntern e t betw ee n one or more appl i anc o s; 

one or more of the appl i ances determ i n i ng the multicast data from the unicast 

packet; and 

th e app l ianc e s prov i ding tho mu l ticast data to e ach of th o oth e r part i cipants i n 
th e group addr e ss. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

one or more of the participants communicating in the multi-participant video 
conference, comprising: 

configuring IP packets with digital media data and a group address 

according to a multicast protocol to create a multicast IP packet; 
and 

encapsulating the multicast IP packet as a unicast packet and sending 
the unicast packet to each of the other participants in the group 
address. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein said encapsulating comprises 
encrypting the multicast IP packet. 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

one or more of the participants communicating in the multi-participant video 
conference, comprising: 

generating digital media data; 

transforming the digital media data into IP packets; 

configuring the IP packet with a group address according to a multicast 

protocol to create a multicast IP packet; 
encapsulating the multicast IP packet as a unicast packet; 
transmitting the unicast packet over the virtual private networks across 

the Internet between one or more appliances; 
one or more of the appliances determining the multicast data from the 

unicast packet; 

the appliances providing the multicast data to each of the other 

participants in the group address; 
presenting the digital media data to the other participants in the video 

conference. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein said encapsulating comprises 
encrypting the multicast IP packet. 

9-10. Cancelled. 

11. (Cancelled) A m e thod for add i ng a f i rst to lo phono part i c i pant to a mu l t i 
partic i pant v i d e o conf e r e nc e , compr i sing: 

s e nd i ng a f i rst m e ssag e to e ach of a p l ura li ty of mult i cast app l ianc e s ov e r th e 

I ntorn o t, wh e r oi n the f i rst m e ssage compr i ses a group address wh i ch 
identifies tho participants; 

e ach of th o mu l t i cast applianc e s r e ce i v i ng the f i rst message; 

estab li sh i ng a p l urality of virtua l privat e networks across th e I ntern e t routes 
betw e en th o mult i cast app l ianc o s; 

on e or mor e of th e part i c i pants commun i cat i ng in th e mu l t i- part i c i pant v i d e o 
conf e r e nce; and 
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on e or mor e t ol ephon o partic i pants join i ng tho mult i- partic i pant vid o o 
conf e r e nce. 

12. (New) A method for adding a telephone participant to a multi-participant video 
conference, comprising: 

sending a first message to each of a plurality of multicast appliances over the 
Internet, wherein the first message comprises a group address which identifies 
participants; 

each of the multicast appliances receiving the first message; 
establishing a plurality of virtual private networks across the Internet between 
the multicast appliances; 

wherein one or more of the participants are able to communicate in the multi- 
participant video conference; 

the telephone participant joining the multi-participant video conference, 
wherein said joining comprises: 

a first participant contacting the telephone participant; 
establishing a phone number with a VoIP server; 
the VoIP server communicating with a gateway to call the telephone 
participant; 

the telephone participant participating in the multi-participant video 
conference comprises: 

the telephone participant speaking in the video conference; 
generating digital voice data in response to the telephone participant 
speaking; 

transforming the digital voice data into IP packets; 
configuring the IP packets with a group address according to a 

multicast protocol to create a multicast IP packet; 
encapsulating the multicast IP packet as a unicast packet; 
transmitting the unicast packet over the virtual private networks across the 
Internet between one or more appliances; 

one or more of the appliances determining the multicast data from the unicast 
packet; and 
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the appliances providing the multicast data to each of the other participants in 
the group address. 

13. (New) A method for adding a telephone participant to a multi-participant video 
conference, comprising: 

sending a first message to each of a plurality of multicast appliances over the 
Internet, wherein the first message comprises a group address which identifies 
participants; 

each of the multicast appliances receiving the first message; 
establishing a plurality of virtual private networks across the Internet between 
the multicast appliances; 

wherein one or more of the participants are able to communicate in the multi- 
participant video conference; 

the telephone participant joining the multi-participant video conference, 
wherein said joining comprises: 

a first participant contacting the telephone participant: 
establishing a phone number with a VoIP server; 
the VoIP server communicating with a gateway to call the telephone 
participant; 

the telephone participant participating in the multi-participant video 
conference; 

one or more of the participants communicating in the multi-participant video 
conference, comprising: 

generating digital media data; 

transforming the digital media data into IP packets; 

configuring the IP packets with a group address according to a 

multicast protocol to create a multicast IP packet; 
encapsulating the multicast IP packet as a unicast packet; 
transmitting the unicast packet over the virtual private networks across 

the Internet between one or more appliances; 
one or more of the appliances determining the multicast data from the 

unicast packet; 
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the appliances providing the multicast data to each of the other 

participants in the group address; 
presenting the digital media data to the other participants in the video 

conference. 

14. (New) The method of claim 13, wherein said encapsulating comprises 
encrypting the multicast IP packet. 
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